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Functions as ecosystem engineers of wild animals on natural revegetation of
native grassland landslides by natural disasters

Okamoto, Chinobu
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We studied functions as ecos¥stem engineers of wild animals in natural
revegetation process on landslide scars caused by natural disasters of semi-natural grasslands in
Aso region. Deer and hares influenced the direction of vegetation succession by endozoochorous
dispersal from the outside, or by trampling and grazing pressures to vegetation. This has led to a
spatial heterogeneity of seed supply and vegetation use in collapsed grasslands. It seems that these
wild herbivores act as ecosystem engineers to change the environment of landslide grasslands,
providing chances for the coexistence of various plant species.
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