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Elucidation of novel mechanism for hepatoprotection by iron overload
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Our previous study revealed that hepatic iron overload can cause both
exacerbation and suppression of liver diseases; however, the mechanism remains to be elucidated. The
present study showed that hepatic iron overload can alter susceptibility to acute hepatotoxicity.

Considering the presence of iron overload for the selection of therapeutic options would lead to
more safe and effective therapy in patients with chronic liver diseases. Additionally, the present
study raised the possibility that hepatic iron overload may worsen dyslipidemia and steatohepatitis
in patients with nonalcoholic fatty liver disease. Development of new therapeutic strategies
targeting iron dysregulation and macrophage activation is anticipated.
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