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Why is the acyl-modification of ghrelin necessary for activity?
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was found to be rich in hydrophobic amino acids, including phenylalanine residues. Therefore, the
interaction of this gap structure with the acylate moiety of ghrelin was thought to be involved in
the conversion of the ghrelin receptor to its active form. However, further details on the
structural analysis of the active ghrelin receptor bound to acyl-modified ghrelin are needed to
elucidate the activation mechanism of the ghrelin receptor. Subsequently, we have succeeded in

strﬁctgral analysis of the ghrelin receptor bound by anamorelin, a drug for the treatment of cancer
cachexia.
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