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The hippocampus plays a critical role in memory formation, but its
importance for recall gradually decreases with time. On the other hand, the importance for recall in
cortical areas increases. This phenomena is called systems consolidation of memory. In this study,

we hypothesized that systems consolidation is regulated by a cortical-to-hippocampal top-down
process and attempted to identify circuit and molecular mechanisms for this regulation using the

fear meory task in mice, contextual fear conditioning task.
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