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The pathogenic yeast Candida glabrata has become a problem as the number of
cases increases each year due to 1ts low susceptibility to azole antifungal drugs. C. glabrata has a
host-cholesterol uptake mechanism that allows it to uptake cholesterol from the host blood and use
it as its own sterol. We have found that the ERMES complex, which exists at the site of contact
between mitochondria and endoplasmic reticulum, is defective in the host-cholesterol uptake
mechanism. Furthermore, we found that the ERMES complex plays a critical role in the azole
resistance of C. glabrata.
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