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_ Measles virus, the causative agent of measles, may persist in the brain_and
cause subacute sclerosing panencephalitis (SSPE). We have identified CADM1 and CADM2 as cis-acting

receptors required for measles virus growth in the nervous system.Interestingly, short-stalk
isoforms, but not long-stalk ones, of CADM1/2 are functional. Furthermore, the head domain of the H
protein, a receptor attachment protein for measles virus, is not required for membrane fusion

induced by CADM1/2. We also found that SSPE isolates accumulate multiple mutations in the F gene,
causing efficient spread of MeV in nerves.
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