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Diagnostic stewardship

An attempt of qualitative reseach in microbiological testing to improve
diagnostic stewardship in Japan.
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Appropriate microbiological testing and proper interpretation of the results

are essential for appropriate use of antimicrobial agents. We investigated staffing and practices
of microbiological laboratory in 57 hospitals which received additional fee for infection control
according to the Japanese medical service fee system in Gifu Prefecture. We identified various
problems, 24 (42.1%) hospitals had no microbiological laboratory, and most of the hospitals except 8

hospitals provided microbiological testing on weekdays only.
The interviews for qualitative research originally planned in other hospitals were strictly
restricted because of COVID-19 pandemic which had not been anticipated at the time of research
planning. Instead of them, we constructed regional alliance system with hospitals and clinics in
Gifu City to collect the data of usage of antimicrobial agents and prevalence of
antimicrobial-resistant bacteria.
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