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Estimation of response to medical therapy in patients with atypical pulmonary
arterial hypertension
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It was reported that high-dose epoprostenol treatment could improve not only
hemodynamic improvements but also long-term prognosis for patients with severe pulmonary arterial
hypertension. We estimated the relationships between response to medical therapy and their prognoses
in patients with pulmonary arterial hypertension initiating epoprostenol treatment. We concluded

that bleeding event in acute period is major poor prognosis factor for patients with severe
pulmonary arterial hypertension initiating epoprostenol treatment. After acute period, one-year
prognosis in patients with severe pulmonary arterial hypertension initiating epoprostenol treatment
can show equal good prognosis compared with patients with oral combination therapy. On the other
hand, high-dose epoprostenol therapy shows higher rate of endocrine diseases requiring treatment
including thyroid, pituitary and pancreas disease.
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