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Embryological and histological study of the thin membranous structure made of
dense connective tissue around the esophagus in the mediastinum
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The visceral sheath, proposed by Sarrazin, was symmetrical in the cervical
area, but was not concentric in the superior mediastinum, being present only on the left side and
obscured on the right side. At the tracheal bifurcation, the visceral sheath was indistinct, but at
the inferior mediastinum, it covered the ventral and dorsal sides of the esophagus and extended
horizontally and subpleural region. The visceral sheath was found to be obscured near the curving
portion of the bilateral recurrent laryngeal nerves. The visceral sheath was found to be clearly at
the cranial side of the subclavian artery on the right side and at the cranial side of the aortic
arch on the left side.
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