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The number of patients with oral cancer is increasing every year, and the
development of effective treatments is urgently needed. Thus, it is important to develop effective
treatment methods and search for novel putative targets. Since TGF-B induces epithelial-mesenchymal

transition and enhances cell motility and invasiveness in oral squamous cell carcinoma cells, we
aimed to develop novel therapeutic agents targeting the molecular mechanisms that regulate TGF-[3
-induced malignant transformation of oral cancer. In this study, we screened a library of small
molecules with known functions and found that isoxsuprine, a low-molecular weight compound can
effectively inhibit epithelial-mesenchymal transition. We have also identified factors related to
the induction of EMT in oral cancer cells.
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