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Chronic osteomyelitis of the jaw (COMJ) is an inflammation of the jaw bone
that progresses from sclerosis to frustration. We previously classified sequestrum into three
stages, with no exposure designated as stage Il. In this study, we examined the RNA:DNA ratio of
bacteria in COMJ to identify active bacteria. Eight phyla were predominant in each stage, but their
composition varied from sample to sample. Diverse compositions were also observed at the genus
level. However, the RNA:DNA ratios of Actinomyces and Fusobacterium spp. were extremely high in
Stage 11, but almost zero in Stages I and Ill.
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