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i We have been focusing on EMT as one of the mechanisms of cancer invasion and
metastasis. The purpose of this study was to elucidate the mechanism of EMT in the acquisition of

high invasive potential of oral cancer, which is thought to be induced by Snail. The results suggest
that Snail may be involved in the invasive and metastatic potential of oral squamous cell carcinoma
via EMT and that Snail possesses stem cell-like traits. On the other hand, Snail may be involved in
the acquisition of cancer stem cell traits and consequently induces EMT, resulting in the
acquisition of invasive metastatic potential. These results suggest that Snail may be a potential

target for the regulation of cancer invasion and metastasis.
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