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In the masticatory muscles, numerous ‘ intramuscular tendons’ exist within
the muscle itself, distinct from tendons outside the muscle, such as the Achilles tendon. Recently,
a novel condition called ‘' masticatory muscle tendon-aponeurosis hyperplasia’ has gained attention.

The main pathology of this condition involves excessive formation of tendons within skeletal
muscles. To elucidate its etiology, it is essential to understand the developmental mechanism of
intramuscular tendons’ at the tendon-bone interface (enthesis). Our study revealed that Sox9,
crucial for enthesis formation, exhibits high expression only during early fetal development and
subsequently downregulates. Thus, the developmental process of ‘ intramuscular tendon’ enthesis
differs from that of typical entheses.



(Nara, Yamamoto et al. 2017)
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