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The effects of school and neighborhood collective efficacy on health
inequalities among youth

Takakura, Minoru
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The aim of this study was to investigate the modifying role of collective
efficacy (CE) at the school and neighborhood levels in the association between socioeconomic
disadvantage and health indicators among youth. Using cross-sectional data from a survey of high
school students selected across Okinawa, we found socioeconomic disparities in several health risk
behaviors. We also found no contextual effects of school- or neighborhood-level CEs in preventing
health risk behaviors among high school students, nor any modifying effects in buffering
socioeconomic disparities in health risk behaviors.
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