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Creating the concept of healthcare ethics:Beyond the confrontational structure
of ethical conflicts among inter-professional collaboration engaged in elderly
care
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In order to develop a concept of health care ethics, this study interviewed
a total of 139 co-medical health and welfare professionals (social workers, care workers, care
managers, and rehabilitation stuff) who are responsible for the care of the elderly about the
ethical issues and value conflicts they faced in the care of the elderly. The ethical issues were
characterized by the roles and specialties of each profession: social ethics for social workers,
everyday ethics for care workers and occupational therapists, and medical ethics for physical
therapists, focusing on physical function. In welfare facilities, it is necessary to consider a
place and strategy to discuss ethical issues from the viewpoint of the elderly between co-medical
and medical professionals.
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