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A study on non-Japanese residents in a disaster: their specific needs and
potential roles they could play in mutual assistance.

Nishihara, Mika
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A study was conducted on disaster prevention measures for non-Japanese
residents. Non-Japanese residents have different knowledge and experiences regarding disasters, and
it was difficult for them to obtain information regarding disasters. This was largely influenced,
both positively and negatively, by their connections with local residents. When considering disaster

prevention for non-Japanese residents, it is important to develop face-to-face relationships with
local residents. In addition, a number of non-Japanese residents expressed their will to do what
they could do and wished to be depended on in case of disasters. This suggested the importance of
considering non-Japanese residents as players of key roles in mutual assistance in community based
disaster prevention, while at the same time promoting understanding in the Japanese local residents
and working together with them in disaster prevention measures in a multicultural society.
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