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Research on turning wildlife into tourism resources, mainly deer in Nara
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In this study, we clarified the process and factors behind the establishment

as a tourism resource of the close relationship between wild animals and people, using examples
from Nara, Miyajima, and Kinkasan. In Nara, deer and people have coexisted since early modern times
due to their status as sacred deer, and management organizations have promoted tourism uses such as
feeding deer based on this coexisting relationship. Since the Meiji era, Miyajima has had
opportunities to actively use deer as a tourism resource, but no entity has been established to
promote damage management and tourism use, and it has become difficult to use deer for tourism in
human habitation spaces. Before and after World War Il Kinkasan has faced mass hunting of deer to
prevent forest damage, and although the shrine have tried to manage it, there is no system in place
to continuously manage it as a tourism resource. A strong will for coexistence was necessary behind
the development of tourism resources.
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