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This study aimed to clarify the philosophical transition of the theory of
gotra (qualities) within the early texts of the Yogacara school in Indian Mahayana Buddhism,
including the Bodhisattvabhumi and Mahayanasutralamkarakarika, along with middle and late
commentaries on these texts. The analysis revealed a consistent understanding of the two types of
gotra - inherent prakrtisthagotra and acquired samudanitagotra - across all texts up to the 5th and
6th centuries. However, later commentaries, such as the Sutralamkaravrttibhasya, whose authorship is

questioned by scholars, and the Bodhisattvabhumivyakhya by Sagaramegha (8th century), introduce
three interpretations which are almost identical in both texts. These interpretations likely
developed as part of an ongoing doctrinal evolution related to the gotra theory
post-Bodhisattvabhumi.
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