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Representations of Spirit Possession in Ghost Stories from the Meiji Era:
Religious Culture Confronts Psychiatry

Saito, Takashi

2,800,000

In this research, with the theme of “ psychiatrization of religious culture,” we investigated and
analyzed the representations of “ possession” in ghost stories from the Meiji period. In
particular, the study focuses on the Meiji period, when knowledge of modern psychiatry first entered
Japan. 1 questioned how rakugo and kodan, who had been popular for their repertoire of ghosts and
monsters since the Edo period, confronted discourses that diagnose these possession phenomena as
psychopathology. Analysis of works revealed that the best rakugo and kodan storytellers of the time
were able to play the ghost stories since Edo without denying the psychiatric discourse, thereby
simultaneously preserving the religious culture associated with the belief in possession.
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