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Regional Study of Japanese Film Exhibition: A Case of Nara Obanagekijo
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Examining the management documents of movie theaters (DenkiKan, Obana

Gekijo, and Kinema Denki) operated by Osaka Nakano Shokai in Nara, this study shed light on the
practices of movie theaters during the silent era and the formation process of the film distribution

network that supported local movie exhibitions. By scrutinizing the account books of the theaters,
it demonstrated the significance of exhibition practices, particularly the role played by the benshi

(narrator) and musicians. Furthermore, it highlights Nakano Shokai®s endeavor to present newer
films and improve the quality of benshi and musicians during the 1920s, when new theaters opened in
Nara and heightened the competition among the theaters.
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