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Patient/family-healthcare professional relationship and ethical issues in
personalized genomic medicine
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This study aimed to elucidate the physician-patient/family relationship and
ethical issues in the era of personalized genomic medicine through normative and empirical research.
Normative research encompassed: 1) reconsideration of genetic exceptionalism in the era of genomic
medicine and the management of genetic information in electronic health records, 2) the duty of
medical professionals to recontact patients/relatives regarding revised genomic test results, 3)
ethical considerations in cancer research and medicine, and 4) dilemmas related to sharing patient
genetic information with their relatives. In the empirical study, we analyzed genetic counseling
cases at our hospital, focusing on issue 4).
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