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Referring to the newl¥ developed theories on empathy, along with some
narratological insights, my research critically examined how Richard Wright"s Native Son--a
masterpiece by one of the first professional African-American novelists--strategically foregrounds
various kinds of empathy in the story. My rigorous close-reading of the novel shows that empathy
serves as a necessary first step for a reader or a fictional character to be faced with racial,
political, or cultural others, and that, since the goal of the empathetic approach cannot be fully
achieved, empathy requires that one take a complicated attitude in which one pays due respect to the
other while getting attracted to him or her with all the more fascination because of the
imperfection inhered in the empathic approach.
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