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A Study of the North Chinese Phonetic System in the Manchu Language Documents
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In this study, we have analyzed the Manchu script, which was one of the
official languages of the Qing Dynasty, to clarify the phonetic system of the northern Chinese
language at that time.The materials actually handled include Chinese novels translated into Manchu,
such as “ Manwen Sanguozhi” *“ Manwen Shuihuzhuan” and “ Manwen Xiyouji” , as well as dictionary of

pronunciation, such as “ Qingshuduiyinxiezi” and “ Yinyunfengyuan” , and dictionaries, such as *“
Yuzhi Zengding Qingwenjian” and others. The Chinese sounds in each of these documents were analyzed
individually and in detail, and each letter sounds was compared with the others. The results show
that the sounds in the novels strongly reflect realistic sounds, while the sounds in dictionary of
ﬁronunciation and dictionaries are based on a normative consciousness. Through these documents, we
ave presented some aspects of early modern Chinese sounds.
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