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Lexical stratification in Japanese: Phonological cues to stratal affiliations

Tanaka, Yu
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The lexicon of Japanese is composed of words of different etymological
origins, such as native words, old loanwords from Chinese, and recent loanwords from Western
languages. Through corpus-based and experimental methods, this research described the phonological
characteristics of each word class and showed how native Japanese speakers distinguish them based on

sound differences. It was also shown that proper names constitute an independent class in the
vocabulary. These findings were analyzed within a theoretical framework. Several related studies
have been published on international journals and presented at conferences.
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