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In this study, we examined the practice of Classical Chinese text reading in
early modern Ryukyu, focusing on the "Shishotaichu™ as the main source material. By comparing the
annotation practices in contemporaneous Japanese texts and Ryukyuan "Shisodaizhu,”™ we revealed that
while Ryukyu was influenced by concurrent Japanese reading practices, it also developed its own
unique reading methods. It was previously believed that Classical Chinese texts in early modern

Ryukyu were read using the "Bun-no-Ten" annotation system derived from Japan®s Bun-no-Gensho.
However, our study points out that this assumption does not always hold true. Additionally, we
analyzed the dictionaries circulating in early modern Ryukyu and modern Okinawa, suggesting the
possibility of previously unreported dictionaries being in circulation in these regions.
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