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The influence of Japanese and instructions on developmental processes of
subjects by Japanese learners of English

Suda, Koji
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This stud% investigates the knowledge of Japanese and English subﬂects b%
Japanese learners of English. With regard to the subject in English, we find that junior high school
students have difficulty in acquiring personal and number features, and university students also
have difficulty in acquiring number features. As for the subject in Japanese, junior high school
students tend to judge the animate noun placed at the beginning of a sentence as the subject,
regardless of particles such as "ha"™ and "ga". Moreover, when animacy information is not available,
junior high school students make more errors in choosing the noun at the beginning of a sentence as
the subject. In addition, it is revealed that there is no relationship between the knowledge of
English subjects and judgment of Japanese subjects, indicating that English subjects are
appropriately acquired even if Japanese subjects cannot be judged correctly.
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My friends writes Christmas cards every year.
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a. 1 71 1
I play the piano every day.
b. 2 T2 1
My brother and I go to Hokkaido every summer.
C. 3 173 3

My father works at the bank.
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d. 4 T4 3

My children watch movies on TV in the evening.
My sisters write letters to my grandparents.

Tom and Mike love soccer.

e. 5 T5 1
*1 cleans my room before dinner.
f. 6 T6 1

*My mother and | goes shopping on Sundays.

g. 7 17 3

*My father cook dinner for my family.

h. 8 T8 3

*Some people watches YouTube every day.
*My friends writes Christmas cards every year.

*Mary and Judy loves Korean music.
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