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Implicit causality and pronoun resolution during L2 sentence comprehension

Hosoda, Masaya

3,200,000

(impicit causalityé 1C)
|

@ Ic
ic

@
®

This study explored whether and how English-as-a-foreign-language (EFL)
learners use verbs®" implicit causality (IC) bias for pronoun interpretation. The results from an
experimeriment showed that EFL learners use IC bias only when they have detailed lexical knowledge
of IC verbs and the upcoming disocourse coherence relation is explicitly signaled. These findings
are published as reviewed academic articles. One of them recieved the best research paper award from

Japan Society of English Language Education.



(L1: first language)

(implicit causality, IC) (e.g., Koornneef
et a., 2016)
(npire
i ¢ 1
(NP1 thefirst noun phrase] ) Ken inspired Bob because he is smart.
(respect)
2 he Q)NP2/\N1 7 R
Bob (NP2 [the second Ken respected Bob because he is smart.
noun phrase] )
IC
IC ( IC
)
(L2: second language) IC
IC IC
(NP1 vs. NP2) (Hosoda, 2020)
L2 (offline task)
(online task)
IC
Research Question (RQ)
RQ. IC
(self-paced reading)
1 ( )
37 1
(NP1 X because )
1,2 Steve and Hanako were in a meeting about their company’s new product. They did not

agree on the sales plan and had an argument.

Steve hurt Hanako because he had always by nature been an aggressive person.
Hanako hurt Steve because he had always by nature been a sensitive person.
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(e.qg., inspire, disappoint, please)
be + (e.g., Bob was inspired by

Ken) (e.g., Keninspired Bob)

NP1
(e.0., Ken disappointed Bob)
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