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Human migration in the Ryukyu archipelago during the prehistoric period based on
isotopic analysis for human skeletal remains

Takamuku, Hirofumi
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i In this study, Sr isotope ratio analysis of teeth was conducted on human
remains excavated from the lower stratum of the Hirota Site on Tanegashima Island, Kagoshima

Prefecture. The results of the analysis indicated that the migrants were from a different geological
environment from that of the Hirota Site during their childhood. The results of the analysis of Sr
isotopic ratios together with the changes in the composition of the burial accessories and burial
facilities indicate that in the old phase of lower levels in the Hirota Site, there were two groups,
one showing Sr isotopic ratios similar to those of the local area and the other showing values
lower than those of the local area. Later, in the new phase of lower levels int the Hirota site, in

addition to the two groups in the older phase, individuals with higher Sr isotope ratios than the
local Sr isotope ratios appear.
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