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Constitutional Control over Privatization of Public Services: The Case of Water
Privatization
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i i __In order to clarify the significance of "regulation” by civil society and
its functional conditions in ensuring the adequacy of water services after privatization, 1

investigated and analyzed the water contamination incident that occurred in Flint, Michigan, U.S.
(the Flint Water Crisis) and the Michigan State Law that formed the political background of the
incident.

As a result, it became clear that in order for "regulation™ by civil society to function, the
challenge is to create institutional conditions that enable representative bodies of residents to
respond to their demands, and to form collaboration between residents and experts on a daily basis.
This perspective is also useful in evaluating the Japanese legal system and its operation.
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