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The purpose of this study is to demonstrate how Japanese bureaucratic
personnel practices have changed as a result of civil service system reforms since the 1990s. Using
data on bureaucratic personnel, my analysis reveals that institutional reforms since the 1990s have
not led to a significant politicization of personnel affairs in Japan"s bureaucracy, although there
has been a slowdown in promotion speed. | also conducted a case study on the political process
surrounding the revised National Public Service Law and concluded that the law was revised under the

second Abe administration because the ruling party had secured a majority in the upper house of the
Diet, thus eliminating a divided Diet.
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