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What causes political polarization in the US? How does this polarization
differ from polarization in the other countries? This project investigates what characterizes and
causes party ideological polarization. In particular, | elucidate the multidimensional nature of
ideological polarization and analyze which policy factors contribute to heightened ideological
polarization in the cross-national context. For this purpose, we analyze the cross-national survey
to clarify dimensionality and polarization. Specifically, | elaborate on the various concepts of
ideology (left wing-right wing ideology and substantive policy issues) and describe how our choice
of scaling method and empirical data affects our results. Comparing these ideological points allows
me to specify which policies constitute political space and ideological polarization. This provides
deep understanding of complexity in political space, dimensionality of political space, and
seriousness of party ideological polarization.
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