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Nanbara Shigeru (1889-1974) and the Intellectual Field between Prewar and
Postwar Japan: A Comparative Study
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The aim of this studﬁ is to pursue Shigeru Nanbara, who became a bureaucrat
in pre-war Japan, studied political philosophy as a scholar during the war and was one of the
leaders of post-war reform. Comparisons will also be made between Nanbara®s thought and that of
other thinkers of his time. In particular, research on Nanbara will address two questions: (i) what
were his philosophy during the war, and (ii) what were his experience during his pre-war period as
head of Imizu County, Toyama Prefecture?
The results of the study revealed the following. (i) The discourse of Nanbara"s political philosophy
was compared before, during and after the war, and the significance inherent in his wartime
political philosophy was clarified. In this study, Nanbara®s thought was also compared with that of
other thinkers. (ii) The study clarified in detail Nanbara®s words and deeds during his time as head

of Imizu County.
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