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When is it appropriate for intervening states to decide on the withdrawal
from armed peace operation? According to previous studies that focus on the withdrawal decision
process of countries that contribute troops, the decision is taken when the ruling government
anticipates that their voters in the upcoming national election will blame them for the increase in
casualties of their troops. This immediate blame avoidance model is suited to discuss the
decision-making process of the troops contributing countries. However, this model fails to explain
the troop withdrawal process of the operation leading country (e.g., U.S.). If the security of
intervened state deteriorates after the withdrawal, the leading country will be blamed for the
failure to promote lasting peace. This study argues that it is possible for the operation leading
country to decide on withdrawal when it can shift the responsibility of the deterioration of local
security to other actors.
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