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The study of factories and manual labourers in rural area from Meiji to Taisho
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This study analyzed how factories in rural area of the middle Meiji to

Taisho made relationship to surrounding local society to employ labourers and how they worked in the
factory. The case is brickmaking factory because it

employed large number of male manual labourers exceptionally in this era. Important results of this
study is following; first, this study made clear about the relationship between factory and
existing labourer group in local society and the change of it. It was imortant change by locating a
factory, which was one of the cases that capitalism changed local society. Second, this study
provided a valuable example of various labourers which included coming from other region and
compared about wages or employed term with the results of previous studies. From the above, this
study added new perspective to previous researches, and made clear about some labourers, especially
male manual labourers in Meiji to Taisho era which have not been known about their reality.
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