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Throu?h an analysis of television programs and newspaper articles concerning
"benefits scroungers,” as well as a review of literature on surveillance society and social
exclusion, the following key findings have emerged: (1) Since around 2010, the target of the *
benefits scroungers® has expanded, accompanied by an intensification of their “"othering.” (2) In
representative examples of so-called "poverty porn,” benefits recipients are depicted either as
behaving in ways deemed inappropriate for recipients or as contributing to their communities,
thereby reinforcing a distinction between those "deserving® and "undeserving® of benefits. (3) The
visualization of the daily "lives® of benefits recipients enables comparison with the "lives® of
workers, and social sorting would take the form of "rational discrimination® when contrasted with
the lives of workers.
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