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A Social History on the Relationship between EarlK Childhood Education
Practices, Maternal Norms and New Education Thought in Child Welfare Institutins

Inai, Tomoyoshi
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The educational thought of the male leaders of the child welfare
institutions was clarified, paying attention to the relationship between the school system,
including early childhood education, the research organization, maternal norms, and the new
educational thought. The nursing care at the Okayama Orphanage was provided by professionally
trained female staff and older girls, while sewing education and early childhood education were
provided by graduates of two private high schools for girls. Maternal norms were present in these
areas. The significance of this first study of modern Japanese views of children written in English
is that it captures the history of Japanese early childhood education from the perspective of the
poor and infant agencg and parental gender roles. Anarchism has the potential to deconstruct
maternal norms and public education.
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