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The present research aims how the subjective sense of distance
(psychological distance) perceived from the time the criminal case occurred affects the process of
determining the treatment of defendants in criminal trials.
During the three years of the study period, three surveys or experimental studies were conducted.
The results showed that 1) when group discussions are conducted to determine the treatment of the
accused, the overall opinion changes to one of severe punishment, regardless of the perceived
psychological distance to the case, 2) in an actual criminal trial, the length between the time of
the incident and the conduct of the trial influences the sentencing decision, 3) the effects of
pﬁycﬂglogical distance on person perception processes are influenced by analytical and holistic
thinking.
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