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Anticipatory Looking as an Index of Episodic Memory in Alzheimer®s disease

Hanazuka, Yuki
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Alzheimer®s disease (AD) is a disorder in which individuals have difficulty
maintaining event memory of "when,"™ "where," "who," and "what" events. However, accurate diagnosis
of event memory may be hampered by verbal deficiency, one of the other symptoms of AD, because
conventional tests are based on verbal instructions by the examiner and verbal responses by the
patient. Therefore, nonverbal methods are essential for the assessment of event memory in AD. In the

present study, we used eye tracking to examine whether AD patients develop anticipatory looking for
future event-related actions based on past experiences when presented with the same video twice.
The results revealed that AD patients showed anticipatory looking, although they were unable to
verbally report the content of the video. These results indicate that AD patients have better
one-time event memory than previously thought.
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