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Transformation of space from second-floor Zashiki to private rooms in the
exterior design of Japanese two-story detached houses

FUCHIKAMI, Takayuki
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This study clarified the process of spatial transformation from a
second-floor drawing room (zashiki) to private rooms in a two-story detached house, using floor
plans and discourse published in housing books during the prewar period. The floor plans clearly
indicate a distinct change in the use of the second floor as a family bedroom in the 9th year of the

Taisho era, suggesting the influence of the lifestyle improvement movement that developed from the
mid-Taisho era to the early Showa era. However, it took a certain period of time, until the 6th year
of the Showa era, for the arrangement of stairs to undergo a theoretical formation based on the
second-floor room use.
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