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For virulence of a rice pathogen, Xanthomonas oryzae pv. oryzae, expression
of hrp genes is important. The gene encode components of the type secretion system, which is an
indispensable device for suppressing the host resistance is important. The expression of the genes
is induced by xylose, a major component of the rice cell wall. The results of this study suggest
that the bacteria possess transporter systems to permanently uptake xylose, which allows hrp gene
expression to suppress host defense systems throughout the infectious period.
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