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Identification of Factors Associated with Post-SVR Hepatocellular Carcinoma and
Non-Improvement of Liver Fibrosis in Hepatitis C, and Therapeutic Implications
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We identified multiple miRNA expression changes strongly associated with
post-SVR HCC and involved in the improvement of liver fibrosis after SVR. We demonstrated that these
miRNAs have anti-fibrotic effects through the deactivation of hepatic stellate cells. Furthermore,

we investigated the potential of administering these miRNAs to a liver fibrosis model mouse,
revealing their ability to suppress liver fibrosis. Additionally, we identified the association
between non-improvement of liver fibrosis and increased expression of ANG2 mediated through portal
hypertension. In a long-term observational study, we also reported the correlation between increased
ANG2 expression and non-improvement of liver fibrosis. Considering the potential association
between non-improvement of liver fibrosis and hepatocellular carcinoma, we examined the relationship
between post-SVR hepatocellular carcinoma and increased ANG2 expression.
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