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Underlying mechanism of liver repair mediated by iNKT cells
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The role of NKT cells in liver tissue repair after hepatic
ischemia-reperfusion injury was investigated. a -galactosylcerimide-treated activated NKT cells
interacted with macrophages and produced IL-4 and IFN-y , which accelerated the differentiation of
macrophages accumulating in the liver and promoted liver repair. This interaction was demonstrated
to be crucial for cytokine synthesis in the NKT cell-macrophage co-culture system. Activated NKT
cells have the potential to enhance liver tissue repair after acute liver injury.
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