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Are synthetic retinoids effective as a new treatment for endometriosis?

AZUMA, Yukihiro
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Experiments using cultured endometriotic stromal cells revealed that
endometriotic stromal cells express alpha-, beta-, and gamma-type retinoic acid receptors (RAR).
Cell proliferation was inhibited when all-trans retinoic acid (ATRA), which binds to all receptors,
was added to the cultured endometriotic stromal cells. Further experiments with the agonists that
selectively bind to alpha, beta, and gamma-type RAR showed that only the gamma-type RAR selective
agonist inhibited cell proliferation.
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Molecular background of retinoic acid receptor expression in endometriotic cells
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