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Identification of novel therapeutic targets in oral cancer
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Oral squamous cell carcinoma (0SCC) is characterized by invasive phenotypes
and high risk of regional lymph node metastases. Currently the mechanisms of the metastatic process
are not well understood. In this study, we found that the lipid metabolisms are elevated in the 0SCC

cells compared to the fibroblasts on the gum tissue, and this increased metabolism leads to the
reduced function of E-cadherin, one of a major cell adhesion molecule. We showed that altered
E-cadherin function induces the dissociation of cell-cell adhesion in cancer, which promotes cancer
cell death.
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