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Our clinicopathological studies suggest that cancer stem cells (CSCs) in

oral squamous cell carcinoma (0SCC) evade host immune mechanisms and maintain their stemness via
co-expression of the immune checkpoint molecule PD-1 and its ligand PD-L1, resulting in an

unfavorable clinical outcome of OSCC. This suggests that cancer stem cells (CSCs) evade host immune

mechanisms and maintain their stemness, resulting in unfavorable clinical outcomes in oral cancer.
In other words, cancer stem cells may be a potential therapeutic target for immune checkpoint

inhibitors.
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