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Development of a model to support terminally ill heart failure patients with
ventricular assist devices at home and their caregivers.

Nagano, Kayo
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A _questionnaire survey was conducted to healthcare professionals who
actually support Destination Therapy (DT) patients and their caregivers who continue home treatment
with a ventricular assist device (VAD) until the end of life to relieve symptoms of severe heart
failure without looking at a heart transplant. The results of the survey showed that DT patients and

caregivers are very sensitive to the presence of VADs. The results of the survey indicated that the

respondents were paying attention to mental health support for DT patients and their Caregivers,
and that the construction of a home support system requires strengthening shared care, such as
holding regular conferences between the hospital and home, and sharing information in a timely
manner. Furthermore, the need for caregiver support and the issue of cooperation with nursing homes
were also recognized as a challenge in long-term home treatment.
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