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Despite the difficulties of field research due to COVID-19, the declaration

of normalization of relations between Israel and the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Bahrain, Sudan, and
Morocco in 2020 made possible the contemporaneous analysis in this study of the development of
political diplomacy by the parties to the conflict, the focus of my research. These results were
reported at research conferences of the Japanese Association for the Middle Eastern Studies and the
Japan Association of International Relations.

In 2022, with the easing of air transportation in Japan, | participated in joint conferences with
researchers in Middle Eastern countries such as lIraq, Israel, Kuwait, Oman, and Palestine, and
%hrough my travels, | have worked to build academic networks for new research projects in the

uture.
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