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In order to develop a foundation for quantitative comparative studies of
mindscapes using different language materials, (1) we collected Japanese novel data from three major
literary magazines so that we can compare them with existing English novel corpora, (2) conducted
part-of-speech tagging to enable linguistic analysis, (3) added English translations using two types

of Al translations, (4) released “ 6121JFIC" corpus after clearing copyright matters, and (5)
released "EJWFTG", which automatically performs morphological analysis on multiple text data in
English and Japanese and outputs an integrated frequency table. Our project is practically the first

attempt in the past, and it is expected to help expand the possibilities of new text studies.
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Fiction and other literary texts are representations of culture, customs, spirit, and
language that the native speakers of a country consciously or unconsciously inherit.
Fiction is, first and foremost, the object of literary research, but from the perspective
of “data science,” it can also be a new resource for diverse cultural studies. A
comparison of Japanese and English fiction makes it possible to quantitatively discuss
the mental landscapes (mindscapes) of the two discourse communities. In this study,
we aim to construct a research platform for quantitative analysis of mindscapes of
different language communities by developing a new Japanese fiction corpus that can
be compared with the “fiction section” of the Brown Corpus, a prototype of many English
corpora. This project attempts to explore possibilities of new textual research based on
a new perspective.
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The following five goals were set for this project: (1) to collect Japanese fiction data
from the three major literary magazines so that it can be compared with the fiction
subset of the existing English corpora, (2) to perform part-of-speech tagging of the
collected fiction data to enable linguistic analysis, (3) to add English translations to the
collected data to enable direct comparison with British and American fictions, (4) to
release the collected data as a corpus after processing copyright matters, and (5) to
develop an online system that automatically performs morphological analysis on multiple
text data in English and Japanese and produces an integrated word frequency table so
that users can apply a similar comparative approach to a wider variety of text data.
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[Corpus Development] This project will define seven data points (1961, 1971, 1981,
1991, 2001, 2011, and 2021) and collect 217 fictions (5,000 characters each)
published in Bungakukai (Bungeishunju), Gunzo (Kodansha), and Shincho (Shinchosha)
in the respective years. This will allow direct comparison with Brown (1961, US), Frown
(1992, US), Crown (2009, UK), LOB (1961, UK), FLOB (1991, UK), BEO6 (2006, UK),
CLOB (2009 , UK) and others for which data were collected in the same year. The
collected Japanese fiction materials will be digitized, part-of-speech tagged, and
released as a new corpus (1961-2021 Japanese General Fiction Corpus/6121JFIC).



[Development of a Word Frequency Table Generator] A new online system will be
developed that analyzes the frequencies of all words appearing in multiple Japanese
and English texts and outputs the results as an integrated vocabulary list.
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(1) Corpus Construction and its Release

6121JFIC (VI.0) was released online in February 2022. The dataset has been
integrated into the corpus query system constructed by Dr. Ishikawa Lab, which enables
a variety of corpus searches. In March 2024, v2.0 was released, in which morphological
analysis data were re-examined and manually modified.

1961-2021 Japanese General Fiction Corpus (6121JFIC)

A collection of Japanese literary works published from 1961 to 2021

Project Leader: Dr. Shin‘ichiro Ishikawa, Kobe University, Japan (iskwshin@gmail.com)

Last updated 2022/2/20

Guide to the 6121JFIC

What is the 6121JFIC?

The 1961-2021 Japanese General Fiction Corpus (6121JFIC) is a collection of 217 samples of 5,000-letter excerpts taken from various Japanese fiction works appearing in three

kinds of well-known monthly literary magazines: Bungakukai (Bungei Shunju Ltd.), Gunzo (Kodansha Ltd.) and Shincho (Shinchosha Publishing Co. Ltd.) published in 1961, 1971,
1981, 1991, 2001, 2011, and 2021
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course she did n't disappear anywhere . She showed more | love as a mother than he did But when I thought
but were fishing frisnds . The old man seemed to | love and resent my father who had been an incomparably goodnatured
Wannacome . I'd | love to but I 'm in my pajamas [ "m already
he opened a store in Ginza . Iwas in | love with this master But even he still could n't understand
but it could be said that they had fallen in | love with each other Tai was less than fifty centimeters in
him but Shingo's madness had put an end to his | love affair She believed that psychosis was inherited and the thought
eyes she felt that she did not have the great | love for humanity or the kind heart of a great doctor
surprisingly fresh way when he was drunk . However my | love for my wife made me think back In the composition
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(2) Development and Release of Vocaulary Analysis Tool

English/Japanese Word Frequency Table Generator (EJWFTG) was released in March
2024.
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(3) Publication
Regarding 6 | 2 1 JFIC Corpus, Ishikawa (202 1), Ishikawa (2022), and other papers were
published. Also, regarding EJWFTG, Ishikawa (2023) was published.
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