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Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba) was once distributed worldwide but later declined and

became extinct in Japan at the end of the Pleistocene. The ginkgo that survived in southwestern
China is believed to have spread throughout Japan along with culture after the Heian period,
although the exact process of dissemination remains unclear. Due to such biological and cultural
backgrounds, research has been conducted on the introduction and dissemination routes of ginkgo in
Japan. In this study, comprehensive genetic analysis was conducted on giant ginkgo trees with a
trunk circumference of over 8 meters distributed in Japan using the latest RAD-seq analysis with
next-generation DNA sequencers. A total of 269 samples were analyzed to examine the dissemination
process of ginkgo, including detailed dissemination routes of individual trees.
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