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Where did bread wheat originate? : Interdisciplinary study through collaboration
between plant genetics and archaeobotany

Matsuoka, Yoshihiro
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This stud% was conducted with the aim of establishing a foundation for
elucidating the origin of bread wheat through the collaboration of plant genetics and archaeobotany.
The main findings are as follows: (1) The existence of three intraspecific lineages in Aegilops
tauschii Coss. was confirmed by an investigation using molecular markers. (2) Artificial cross
experiments revealed that Ae. tauschii belonging to any intraspecific lineage has the ability to
produce fertile F1 hybrids when crossed with the Triticum turgidum L. wheat. (3) Wheat farming
occurred simultaneously in multiple locations on the outer edge of the Mesopotamian vegetation zone,
and it was revealed that the use of nuts such as almonds, which had continued since the Paleolithic
period, occurred in the Irano-Anatolian vegetation zone.
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